[Perceived morbidity and community burden of chikungunya in La Reunion].
Persistence of clinical manifestations, especially polyarthralgia and fatigue, is a characteristic feature of chikungunya virus (CHIK-v) infection. The purpose of this study was to measure the impact of prolonged or late-onset manifestations of CHIK-v infection on the self-perceived health of people on Reunion Island. This retrospective cohort survey, dubbed TELECHIK survey, was conducted eighteen months after the end of the chikungunya outbreak on a representative random sample from the SEROCHIK population-based survey conducted on Reunion Island. A total of 1094 subjects whose CHIK-v specific IgG antibody status had been documented were interviewed about current symptoms. Analysis of data showed 45% of CHIK+ vs 14% of CHIK- subjects reporting musculoskeletal pain (P < 0.001), 56% vs. 44% reporting fatigue (P = 0.003), 77% vs. 53% reporting cerebral manifestations (P < 0.001), 51% vs. 34% reporting sensorineural impairments (P < 0.001), 18% vs. 13% reporting digestive complaints (P = 0.06), and 38% vs. 32% reporting skin involvement (P = 0.13). The mean delay between infection and interview was two years (range, 15-34 months). Analysis of data after correction for age, gender, body mass index and comorbidity indicated that rheumatic pain, fatigue, cerebral manifestations and sensorineural impairments were more likely in CHIK+ than CHIK- subjects but the likelihood of digestive and skin manifestations was the same. With a mean delay of two years after infection, 45% to 77% of CHIK+ subjects reported prolonged or late-onset symptoms attributable to CHIK-v. These results indicate that persistent manifestations of chikungunya infection have a heavy impact on rheumatologic, neurological and sensorineural health.